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How to read a registered title 
If you are not a trained legal professional, you may have difficulty reading the information on a registered title. 

Here are a few tips to help you. 

The Face of a title 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Volume and folio number is shown on the upper left hand corner of the Title. This is a unique number on  

every title. On the face of the title at the top of the page, you will see the symbol of the coat of arms of Ja-

maica.   Directly below the volume and folio number, you may see reference to the origin of that title, nor-

mally  a transfer, application or miscellaneous number which created the title. On older titles, this is not pre-

sent. On some titles, reference is also given of a deposited plan (DP) or strata plan (SP) from the subdivision  

which that particular title is derived. The paragraph immediately below this contains ownership information  at 

the time the title was issued. The name of the registered proprietor is given. A description of the land is also 

given stating the Lot number (where applicable), place name and parish. Reference is also made to the Regis-

tration of Titles Act as all registered titles are issued in accordance with this Act. The issue date of the title is 

also stated.  

The body of a title  

The title contains information that speaks to the land usage and all incumbrances relating to that parcel of land. 

Restrictive Covenants are normally shown after the description of the land and provides guidance as to 

what can or cannot be done with the land and the buildings that occupy it. 
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Registrable Instruments 

A title provides historical data of all recorded / registered transactions that affect  a parcel of land. There are numerous 

types of registrable instruments, the most popular of which are featured below: 

A Transfer records the change in ownership of a property. It contains a transfer number, the date the transfer was regis-

tered, the name(s), address and occupation of the transferee (s), the tenancy  and the consideration which in most in-

stances represents the  sale price of the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Mortgage is a loan secured from a financial institution or individual for which a title is used as collateral. The mortgage 

number, the date that the mortgage was registered, the mortgagee's name and address as well as the amount secured is 

shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Caveat is an encumbrance against a registered title that prevents any dealing on that title. The caveat number is given, 

the date of registration, the name of the caveator and the interest being claimed. 
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A Discharge of Mortgage is a release issued by the financial institution or holder  of that mortgage 

in the instance where the mortgage has been repaid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Miscellaneous is an instrument used to make note of legal occurrences that affects the title. One 

of the more popular miscellaneous is the death notation of a joint tenant.. In such instances, the mis-

cellaneous number is given, the name of the deceased tenant is stated, the date of death and the date 

the information was registered on the title is stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information & submissions please contact Business Services at Telephone 876-750-5263 / 946-5263 

Fax: 948-9513, E-mail: asknla@nla.gov.jm 


